CHAPTER VIII.
SANTIAGO, THE PATRON OF SPAIN.

THE great St. James, son of Zebedee and brother of
St. John, was, according to holy Scripture, the first
Apostle who met a martyr's death, being slain by the
sword of Herod Agrippa, about ten years after the
Ascension.

But in the sixth and seventh centuries, when the
Teuton conquerors had been converted, a strong desire
had arisen for connecting the churches with Apostles.
St. Isidore, Bishop of Seville, a considerable author,
who died in 636, was the first to record that there was
a tradition that St. James had taught in Spain, but
showing some confusion as to which St. James it was.
Very possibly the notion arose from the similar name
of some early teacher in Spain,

But just as Joseph of Arimathea was appropriated
by England, and Mary and Martha by Provence, the
Spanish Goths clung to the notion of St. Jacobo, or
Santiago, as they called him, having been their apostle
or patron saint; and early in the ninth century, when
the search for relics had become a passion, Pelayo, a
hermit who lived near the ruined port of Iria Flava in
Galicia, came to his Bishop, Theodomiro, to tell him